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WELCOME TO V. VALE's RE/SEARCH NEWSLETTER #48, May 2006. HERE'S THE NEWS FROM SAN FRANCISCO... ALL READERS
ARE INVITED TO SEND CONTRIBUTIONS AND FEEDBACK!

CONTENTS:

1._Sat,May 13, 2006, 6:30pnCableChannel29 San Francisc&ounterCulturdHour featuringDan Witz (NYC "StreetArtist"), filmmaker Christopher
Coppola,andthe 4-1-06 StStupid'sDay Paradeand Mini-Service

2._Fri, May 12, 6PM:Benefitfor WestMemphisThreew/Jello Biafra, Henry Rollins, JonatharRichman PenelopeHouston,Matt Gonzalezetc.

3._BeyondBaroque'shostingof Punk'77/70sPunkRevolutionEventby RE/Search...

4,_WhatWe'veBeenReading ListeningTo, etc...

5._Communicationgrom Our InternetCorrespondents...

6._Quotations

7._Reviewof J.G. Ballard Conversations by JohnF. Barber,U.TexasDallas

First, the commercial:Punk '77 is here. Also, if you want to give a rare gift to someone special, we recommend our limited edition
**AUTOGRAPHED** flexibind J.G. Ballard Quotesbook! (only 250 made)...not in stores. Order from http://www.researchpubs.com _ Of course,
you can also order the new J.G. Ballard ConversationsOur other rare autographed RE/Search books include J.G. Ballard's Atrocity Exhibition, and
Daniel P. Mannix's Freaks.Classic Search& Destroy#1-11 tabloids (complete sets) only $50, saved since 1977!

Secondly, our classic William S. Burroughs T-shirt ("We Intend to Destroy All Dogmatic Verbal Systems" - photo by Ruby Ray) is now available in
M-L-XL sizes -- another great gift... It's not available in stores; impossible to find elsewhere.

1._Sat,May 13, 2006, 6:30pnCableChannel29 San Francisc&ounterCulturdHour featuringDan Witz (NYC "StreetArtist"), filmmaker Christopher
Coppola,andthe 4-1-06 StStupid'sDay Paradeand Mini-Servicein North Beach,San FranciscdNote: CounterculturéHour airs 2nd Saturdapf each
monthat 6:30pm;setyour DVD recorderd VCR's!)

StreetArtist DAN WITZ, referredto us by Silke Tudor (thanks,Silke!) tells why andhow he doeshis quasilegal "StreetArt" in New York City. In the
PunkRockscendrom the late '70son, Danwasa memberof GlennBranca'souring groupto Europeand pickedup paintingskills visiting Europe’s
greatmuseumsand copying"masterpieces.Sincethenhe'sregularly"improved"the urbanlandscapef New York City with his classielooking stickers
strategicallyplacedat selectedvianhattariocales.

Next, filmmaker Christopher Coppola unveilshis planto reach"the massesWith inspirationalindependenatrt.

Third, Marian Wallace's "cinemaverite" documentanof the (28th annual) April 1, 2006 St. Stupid's Day Parade/Mini-Serviceis colorful and
inspiring. Anybody canhavea parade(if theyapplyfor the necessarpermits).About 200 ofSan Francisconest OutsiderArtists participatedn this
somewhaprankishmarchthroughNorth Beachwhich endedat the North BeachPlayground A band,theStupids, playeda fantasticmix of retro
"classics,"and Ed Holmesgavea stirring "sermon”informing all presenthat theywere alreadya memberof the First Churchof the LastLaugh.Why?
Becauseall humanityis stupid! Seewww. sai nt st upi d. comfor moredetails.We recommend/ou watchthis "variety show" episodeof The
CounterCultureHour, hostedby V. Vale, and produced by Marian Wallace.

2._Fri, May 12, 2006. BENEFIT FOR THE WEST MEMPHIS THREE. A Skeleton Key Production: 111 MinnaGallery,111 MinnaSt, San Francisco,
CA. Galleryshowingstartsat 12:00pm.Receptiorat 6:00pm.Featuringpiecesby DamienEcholsaswell asoverthirty otherartiststo raisefundsfor his
defense.

This one-night-only eventincludesmusic,speakingand poetryreadingsby PunklegendsHenry Rollins andJello Biafra, veteranrockerJonathan
Richman, Jacob Pitts of Strangers With Candy, former San Francisc&upervisotMatt Gonzalez, Penelope Houston (of the Avengers)andformer
Misfits singerMichale Graves. Local DJs JustinMcNealand Marco Vegawill spintunesbetweensets. (Whaa line-up!)

The gallery showingopensat 12:00PM, andincludesworks by artistsof bothlocal andinternationafame.Piecesy Bob Gruen, Winston Smith,
Shepard Fairey, Mick Rock, Jayne County andJonathan Richman arejust a few of the exhibit'ssurprises.

Thereceptionbeginsat 6:00 PM, the art auctionclosesat 10:00PM. A minimum donation of$15 will be requiredfor the reception Advancedticketsare
availableat<htt p: / / www. t i cket web. conml’ >TicketWeb. For moreinformationvisit
www. 111m nn llery. >111minnagallery.com or call 415.974.1719.

Who is this benefit for? "Shortly afterthreeeightyearold boyswerefound mutilatedand murderedn WestMemphis,Arkansas)ocal newspapers
statedthekillers hadbeencaught.The police assuredhe public that thehreeteenagerin custodywere definitely responsibldor thesehorrible crimes.
Evidenc® The samepolice officerscoercedan error-filled confessiorfrom JessieMisskelleyJr.,who is mentallyhandicappedThey subjectechim to 12
hoursof questioningwithout counselor parentalconsentaudiotaping onlytwo fragmentdotaling46 minutesJessiaecantedt that eveningbutit was
too late. Misskelley,JasorBaldwin and DamienEcholswereall arrestedn June3, 1993, andonvictedof murderin early1994. Althoughtherewasno
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physicalevidencemurderweaponmotive, or connectiorto thevictims, the prosecutiorpatheticallyresortedo presentinglack hair andclothing, heavy
metal T-shirts,and StepherKing novelsasproofthat theboysweresacrificedin a sataniccult ritual. Unfathomably Echolswassentencedo death,
Baldwin receivedlife without parole,and Misskelleygotlife plus40. Forover12 years;The WestMemphisThreehavebeenimprisoned forcrimesthey
didn't commit. Echolswaitsin solitary confinementor the lethalinjectionour tax dollarswill pay for. Theywereall condemnedby theirpoverty,
incompetentdefense[the prosecution'spanicabout’Satanism,"anda rushto judgment.(Seeht t p: / / www. wnB3. or g for moreinfo.)

3._Beyond Baroque in Venice,Californiarecentlyhosteda party celebratingPunk '77 andthe '70s Punk Revolution, featuringrare70sPunkfilms, a
photographshowof printsby JamesStark,an interviewwith James Stark, anda panelfeaturingGraeme Revell (SPKfounder;soundtrackcomposer)
andJerry Casale (DEVO founder;videodirector),hostedby V. Vale. RE/Searctopesto air on "TheCounterCultureHour" an editedversionof the
video footageshotby GaryChong& pals,David Coonsand Carlye Archibeque(our hostsduringour stayin L.A.) andMarian Wallace.Sufficeto say
that thepanel/Q&Awas"lively" -- in no smallpartdueto our friend Kent Beyda'sl6-yearold daughteandherfriend. Xeni Jardin andCoop showed
up — Coopgavea nicetestimonyto Punk'slastinginspirationto his creativity,andasJerry Casale wrotein an email,"Thatwasa night muchmore
interestingthan| could havebargainedor!!" PunkluminariessuchasCliff Roman (WEIRDOSfounder),Will D'Amato (SLASH magazinewriter) and
punk photographeJenny Lens appeared Afterwards,a largegroup (including CousinGail, Graeme Revell andFrank Discussion, founderof the
Feederzwho will be featuredin our nextPRANKS 2 book projectyetiredto "La Cabana'to discusshe stateof BushwhackedAmerikkkaandenjoy
reasonablypricedMexicanfood. We left at 3:30 AM...

However,beforewe left, we hada realsonic"treat": listeningto five tracksof JerryCasale'sorthcomingnewalbum, recordednderthe nameof "Jihad
Jerry." The stereosystemin Jerry's"un-SUV" mini-Cooperis amazingit felt like we werein the "middle" of the recording!Thetrackswere witty,
political, complex,thunderinglysonorousand somehowweirdly addictiveall atthe sametime, asany true Devofan might expect.The drummingseeme
especiallypowerfulandthe femalevocalswerelike sirencalls...WatcHor this!

Punk '77 is a candid,shockingand mind-alteringconfessionathat, whiletrueto the Punkspirit, carvesits own style of vandalismacrosghe veneerof
consumerculture.PUNK '77is told in a mosaicof anecdotestants,gossip,andself-aggrandizemeniy theprototypicalpunks,scenestersnusiciansand
artistswho actuallylived it. Fromfilth andfury to gritty glam, theoutrageousheatricsand deviousanticsareartfully capturedn the nearly200
photographof both Punkluminariesandunusungheroesalike."--Leslie Hodgkins. We've addeda 24-pageappendixof FORTY morephotos,which
includesa recentlengthy interviewwith photographejames Stark. RE/Searctbooksarehardto find--pleaseorderyour copy directfrom:

http://wwv. researchpubs. com

4._WhatWe'veBeenReading ListeningTo, etc...

() Jacques Lacarriere's THE GNOSTICS.You haveto be very carefulwho you associataith, becauseverypersoncoming intoyour life can
influenceyou. Raninto someonenot seensinceSummer05 and"they" mentionedhey werereadingthis book, whichwasalreadyin the RE/Search
library, thanksto a recommendatioiby Philip Lamantiamanyyearsearlier.Still, how oftendo you wanto reada "religion" book?Promptedby the
chanceencounterthis book waspulled offthe shelf andimmediatelythe quotationcameto mind, badly paraphrased:Those who claim they have no
theory [on a given topic] are probably in the grip of an earlier theory." If you (like me)wereraisedFundamentalisandarereadingthis newsletter,
you probablyhaverejectedthe whole kit-and-caboodleof that Christiarupbringing,and possiblydespisereligion in generallooking forwardto the day
whentherewill be no morereligionsat all, anywhereHey, religionshavebeenknownto spawnterrorism,holy wars, jihads, nuclearbombings,invasions
and Crusades...Plua hugeload of guilt, fear,hypocrisyandPollyannaish escapism...

Neverthelessasthe introductionstates;'Gnosticism"(meaning'knowledge not faith or belief") advocatesa mutantthought”[that our world is a
mistake,a per-version.]"This rejectionof all systemsncludesa refusalto compromisewith falseinstitutions."Gnostics "se¢he whole of material
creationasthe productof a god whois the enemyof man"[!].

Thebook isfull of "interesting"quotationssuchas"The deathof a bee,assassinatelly hisqueen,s chargedvith asmuchmeaningasthe massacreef
Dachau."Thefirst chaptertitled "The Perforatedveil" beginswith "What emotionsdoesthe sight of the sky inspirein us, if not praise,enthusiasm, and
admiratior? It is vast,infinite, immutable omnipresent...whas this matterwhich is by turns fullandempty, densandtenuousjuminousanddark, of
which our sky is made ... [But what of] "the dark portion of the sky--the vastnessthe omnipresencehe heavyopacity of that blacknesaIt hangsover
us like a veil, awall of shadowencirclingthe earth..A gigantic black lid seals in our universe and encompasses us with its opacity." After reading
this first chapterwill the"sky" everbe the sameagair?

Chapter 2 begins with "Injustice governs the universe." ... "All power-whateverkind it might be--is a sourceof alienation."... "Ourworld, the circle
of darkfire, is thedomain ofevil ... Ourworld exudesevil from everypore,andour thinking beingis tied toevil asineluctablyasour physicalbeingis
tied tothe carbonin our body-cells ... [What] perversedemiurgedaredto dreamup sucha cruelworld in all its minutedetaif? ... How coulda supreme
God haveconceivedheincrediblesequencesnechanismsmassacregndannihilationsthat constitutehe very practiceof life itself? Whatwarpedmind
could haveinventedthe procreativeact of the praying mantis, in which the female decapitates and then devours the male? Whatimmeasurably
sadistic beingould havethoughtup theparalyzingsting of the ammophilousvasp,which it sticksinto theflesh of caterpillars that theymay be
devouredalive by thelarvaeof thewingedinsec® ... Whatparanoiaademiurgeli.e., "God"] hadtheideaof creatingbonellia, those marine worms
whose male is only one-hundredth part the size of the female and lives in the esophagus of his partner--if onecancall the monsteron whom hds
an unwitting parasitea 'partner?"

[Humans]are"totally alienateccreaturesright downto their very encephalicells, and condemnedo lifelong enslavementrom which only a full
awarenessf man'sinert andslumbering conditiortould savethem ... all institutionslaws, religions, churcheand powersarenothingbut a shamanda
trap, the perpetuatiorof anageold deception."

Chapter8, "The Ash andthe Stars,"containsgraphicspeculationgsto somegroupsexualpracticesof certainGnosticentities. This chaptemight shock
a prudish readeut intrigue others...

If you've"enjoyed"theabove,l highly recommend/ou find this book whichhasbeenrepublishedy City Lights. (
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http://ww. citylights.com) Youwill definitely be exposedo a hostof provocativeideas...

() Recently received: The Prefects Live in 1978 at the Festival Suite, Birmingham Co-Op. We areby naturesympathetido almostall 70sPunk
cultural productionsTo quotefrom the PR sheetaccompanyinghe CD: "I will alwaysremembethat show;it's asPunkRockasNirvanaat New York's
Roselandallroomin July 1993, wherKurt Cobainrefusedto play "SmellsLike TeenSpirit* and,to the roarsof a hostilecrowd, broughton acello
playerandplayedLeadbellysongs."... "ThePrefectsoccupya very specialplacein therich heritageof UK punk music.Guestingon theincendiary
"White Riot" tour of 1977 withthe Clashandthe SubwaySect,the bandwere famouslycalled"amateurwankers"by ClashmanageBernieRhodes.
Their musicwasa melangeof Krautrock,BeefheartGlamandthe Pistols.All thethingsthat PIL wereto be later--the Prefectsweretherefirst--ground
breakingandunconsciouslyewriting therules.A greatlive document-it's like beingbackthere.. It captureghe flavor of thetime--that periodwhen
young musicianandwriters could go directto their audiencegexperimentn public andturn everydaylife into art--but it soundszery NOW." --Jon
Savage.

CarolineTrue Recordss bringing this hardto-find recordingto you, availabldfrom car ol i ne@ar ol i net ruer ecords. co. uk, orcall 01144-
07947389116 toorder.

() Necrophilia Variations by Supervert; for a copy email:Lnf o@uper ver t . comThis beautifully-designedlack minimalist paperbacicollection
of chaptershy SuperverB2Cinc. is, upon asecondand muchmorethoroughreading,now definitely recommendetby us.How could we havemissed
the abundancef Black Humorin this imaginativeoutpouringof purebile? We laugheddozensof times, at least.A book tofend off the darkest,dourest,
mostinsomniacNight Thoughts...

() Recently received: Drop Black Sky's new EP-CD "Ring Pass Not." "Drop Black Sky takesmusicto the nextlevel of auditoryimpact.”"Basedin
Oakland,Drop Black Sky hasbeenperformingin San Franciscalubssince2003. AdriaAmenti (vocals keyboard erhu,guitar, harp),ScottWeiser
(guitar, bass) StevenDevaney(guitar, bass)interweavedeeplytexturedharmoniesand rhythmswith powerfulandevocativevocals.The band'ssound
lies somewheravithin therealmof DeadCanDance,CocteauTwins, andThis Mortal Coil, usingeffectsladenguitars,heavybass self-craftedsamples,
field recordingsdigital programmingpiano,ander hu (Chineseiolin)." Goto ww. dr opbl acksky. comto order.

5._Communicationgrom Our InternetCorrespondents...

() This wassentto Our PrincipallnternetCorrespondent:

A fellow movie columnis{reputable;'name"guy, worksfor big-city newspaperjvasn'tpermittedto postthis, so he sentit to me: "Justaboutevery
movie nowgetsa 'director'scut' DVD, but| mustadmit! still almostsprangout of my seatwhenl receiveda packagecontainingBambi: The Director's
Cut. Whatreally got me wasthe sticker: 'Containsneverbefore seenfootageof the deathof Bambi'smother.'Holy moley! The original Walt Disneyfilm
nevershowedthis traumaticevent(it wassignaledby thesoundof a gunshot) andet this sequencés creditedwith sendinggeneration®f childreninto
therapy.l wasneitherherenor therewhenl sawit asakid, butwhenl re-sawthefilm asanadult ina crowdedtheaterin Boston,l couldhearhigh-
pitchedvoicesin the audiencevhimpering,' Where'sBambi'smommy?', 'Whathappene®, 'Did Bambi'smotherdie? and'Will you everdie, Mommy?'.
And yetit turns outthat thefirst cut of Bambiincludedan entireextraminuteinvolving the deathof Bambi'smom,andthereactionto it wasn't
conclusivelynegative.

Therewere somewho thought-- andsomemodernday psychiatriston thefeaturetteagree-- that thescenewasquite movingandpoetic.As Dr. Robert
Bleb of the University of Pennsylvaniatates: 'Childremho seethis [version]now arelikely to becomdess troubledhanaudience®f the pastbecause
what they seeis so muchless horrificthanwhat thoseotherchildrenhadonly to imagine.'I've seenit and| think he'sright.

Here'show it goes:As in thereleasedrersion,Bambiandhis momarehappily frolickingto celebratehe newspring wherthe momsenseshe approach
of Man andtells Bambito run. Thetwo of them sprintacrossa field, andasthe camerastays on Bambia shotrings out.But this time there'sa quick cut
backto Bambi'smother,whoseheadjerks backasherbody hitsthe ground,sendingup athin cloud of snowdust.(A faint trickle of bloodis visible
behindher.)She lieson thesnow,her breathvaporizingin the air, and shewhisperswith herlastbreath,Bambi.' After the vaporof the mother'sast
wordsdissipatesandher eyeshecomeshroudedvith whatlook like white drapesher deerspirit levitatesout of her body withnewly-sproutedwings
slowly flapping herheavenwardvhile EdwardH. Plumb'slush scoreswells toa crescendoA trio of sweetlychirping bluebirdsescortsher up toa thick
layer of white puffy clouds,which themom's deespirit passeshroughalone.On the otherside,sheis greetedby alargegatheringof similar deerspirits,
including onewho maternallylicks heron thethe headandsaysin a soft voice,'Welcomehome.'(Gulp...talkaboutthe cycle of life.) Thenthe action
returnsto Bambialonein the forestasseenin the original releasewith him calling for his mommyuntil heis greetedby hisfather,the GreatPrince.

At the end,whenBambihastriumphantlytakenhis father'splace,a superimposegicture of the motherappearsn the upperleft cornerof theframe,in
the sky. She'ssmiling down at Bambi, thoughif you lookcloselyherheadappeargo be mounted on avall. That Walt Disneywasa cruelironist..."

() giants:ht t p: / / www. St evequayl e. coml G ant s/ pics/qgiants. htm

() TheMotherof Television:ht t p: / / www. @i znmag. com’ go/ 5575/ >htt p: // www. i znadg. com’ go/ 5575/
Ohttp://ww.inproveverywhere. con/ ni ssion_view php?m ssion_id=57

"Reality is that whichwhenyou stopbelievingin it... doesn'igo away.* Philip K. Dick

Ohttp://ww. zug. comf gab/i ndex. cai ?f unc=vi ew thread&sort=acti ve&head=1&t hread_i d=64475
How a hackerchangedan annoyingflashingroadsigninto Performanceirt.

() oh, brother!

http://ww. brezi ne. coml news/ peopl e/ A10101/ addsub/

() Silke Tudor'snew Village Voice column (hooray!):
<http://wwv villagevoice.comnyclife/0619.tudor. 73147 15. html
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>http://www.villagevoice.com/nyclife/0619,tudor,73147,15.html

() A readerresponddo HenryRollins telling AustralianHomelandSecuritytypesto "F--k Off" (quotedin our March newsletter)’Bravo Mr. Rollins, |
heartily endorsehis opinionof, & suggestionsor the ‘governmentdf my country.-- Phil Grove(Sydney)"

() Fromour friend, GameTheorydrummerGIL RAY, featuredn Incredibly Strange Music Vol One (pink cover)announcesis newrecording:
"Thanksfor the mighty help Joeand Sue gavene,well....hereyago!"ht t p: / / wwv. nyspace. com at onor ana

() MICHAEL MALLERY DIES - a memberof the'70s'80s PunkRock Scenejnvolved inpublishingANOTHER ROOM magazine By Susan
McDonough,STAFFWRITER - Inside Bay Area

http://ww. i nsidebayarea. com oakl andtri bune/l ocal news/ci 3726284

OAKLAND - A manwho died SaturdayApril 15, 2006, ina housefire that alsdilled his petcatwasidentified TuesdayasMichaelMallery, 57, a
semiretiredgraphicartist.

Mallery wasfound burnedto deathabout9:30 p.m. Saturdayin the basemenbf his housein the 7900 blockof GreenlyAvenue.Officials believethefire
startedaccidentallyin the basementpossiblybecausef a faulty furnace.Capt. Melinda Draytonsaidthe flamesburnedthroughthe floor of Mallery's
bedroomwherehe might havebeensleeping Mallery fell throughto the basementhenthe floor collapsed A neighborsawsmokecoming fromthe
houseandtried to rouseMallery but did not geta responsegfficials said.

Mallery had ownedthe housefor abouteight yearsaandlived alonewith Squint,a feral cathe adoptedandtamedseveralyearsago,friend Lucy Childs
said.She saidMallery continuedto work from homedesigningbusinessards letterheadlogosandbooks.Mallery lovedto cook for friendsandwasthe
kind of persorwho chattedup strangerin grocerystores."He wasa wonderfulpersonandwill be very muchmissed,"shesaid."[end] Peoplewho knew
Michael Mallery areurgedto contactJim Morton, whomay be organizinga San Franciscdlemorial Servicefor Michael. Email

jhorton@ow s. com

() ComediarStephen Colbert's keynotespeechat the White HouseCorrespondent#\ssociationdinnerlast Saturdaymay represent new stagein the
crumblingof the Bushregime'smagefrom within the dominantspectaclétself. Thefollowing link givesa WindowsMediaclip of thelast15 minutes-
http://novies.crooksandliars. com WH-Di nner - Col bert . wnv . Theentiretalk (about25 minutes) cabe viewedin threepartshere-
-http://youtube. comresults?search=col bert %20bush¥%?0cspan&sort=title sort .

It's a bizarreexperiencébecausenostof the audiencevasdecidedlynot sympatheticNot only wasBushhimself sittinga few feetawayat the sametable
alongwith variousotherpolitical bigwigs, but the major portion of the audiencevasthe very journalistswho with rareexceptionshavetreatedthe Bush
regimewith kid glovesoverthelastfive years,andwho were satirizedalmostasscathinglyasBushhimself. Sasomeof Colbert'sfunniestremarksare

receivedwith a deafeningsilence,andthe raremomentsof laughterare brief anduneasythe audienceobviously not havingexpectedgsucha scandabnd
wonderinghow theywere supposedo takeit.

Rethe COLBERT "roasting"of GeorgeW. Bush:

() "I've seenthis in its C-spanentiretyandit's incredible Of course mainstreammediafailed to disseminatet, giving it a passing mentionif atall. Colbert
definitely did not blow this singularopportunityto let atruly vile mandrink a little vinegar.*-JerryCasale.

() "Yeah,| sawthat lastweek.Ha Hal!!"--Mark Pauline

() Our former intern ANDREW LYMAN wrote us: "Hey Vale andgang!Justgiving you guysthe headsup asto our brandnew blog/website/zin¢hing
for you toperuseat your leisure.lt just launchedyesterdayLots morecontentto come,butit's alreadyturnedout to be a greatidea.Checkit out at:
http://youndt eamranager. com

"Beenreadingthe [RE/Searct.G. BALLARD QUOTES andCONVERSATIONS books]recently.I've beenwriting a lot lately becausef that. Hejust
takesyour mind down all thesenew pathsof thought.Sendsyou reeling.l haveto give you credit;nearlyeverythingl've everpickedup by you guydasjust

inspiredmeimmensely. Samething happenedvhen| startedre-readingsomeof the old Search& Destroyarticles.Justgot so excited;hadall theseideas
pouringout fasterthani knewwhatto do with them..."(thanks,Andy!)

() Letter from a reader: "The "what we'vebeen(consuming)“sectionkeepsgettingbetterandbetter.I love to hear someone be critical of something... |
wish that persorithe othermonthhad called out the "new ThrobbingGristle™ a little more,although it's commendabtkat TGdid soto beginwith, covered
astheyarewith a glamorof righteousawefor their earlierefforts...l pickedup that SimorReynoldsbook froma B & N (sansmonetaryexchangepand
thoughtit wascarelesslywritten andaboutasinformativeasthe back coversof the recordsmentioned Certainlypeoplegeta betterideafrom reading
Search and Destroy. Anyway, thanks- Kevin Von Mutant

() Another letter from a reader: "Recentlyl readVale'sopinionaboutSimonReynolds™Ript Up" andwasdelightedto seethat wesharea similar opinion
on that book. isabelleCorbisier,authorof a forthcomingbook on Tuxeddoon

7._QUOTATIONS:

() "The mostfrighteningthingin this world is discovering the abnormal in that which is closest to us."--Kobo Abe, Inter Ice Age 4

() "It is by theforce of images that, inthe courseof time, realrevolutionsaremade.*-Andre Breton[Perhapsadd"songs'to that one]
() "Whenyou buy, use/our eyesandyour mind, not your ears“-Czechproverb

() "Turn your faceto the sunandthe shadowdall behindyou"--Maori proverb][if this weren'tMaori, it would betoo New-Agey]

() "Neverwrite whenyou cantalk. Nevertalk whenyou cannod. Andneverput anything inan email.™-Eliot Spitzer,NYC prosecutor
() "We aresurvivingmachinesreatedby genes--Karlo Pastella

() "Good andevil areintertwinedlike the strandsof a rope™-Japanesgroverb
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() "The two mostimportantqualitiesfor relatingto others:empathyand curiosity."-unknown
() "The mosteffectiveanarchisis the onewho candestroyrime, for withoutit societyis at a lossto function.™-Arman

() Why do theFrench"pass"andthe Americans'kill" time? ... TheSwisshavea geniusfor both chronometryandbanking.When'time is money'becam
a truth that needednonitoringbecauseincemoneyput out on loanbegetamoremoneywith time, andmoneyborrowedcosts morenoneywith time,
they hadto perfectthe measuringof time, hencethetimepiece. Time is a humaninvention,createdby memory... Thememoryof a successionf events
becomesvhatwe experiencesubjectivelyastime. The powerof modernsocietycanbe measuredy thememorybankit hasaccumulate@nd storedfor
future use.This is representetbdayby thecomputer.To create meango haveaccesgo the memorybankof the future. Whatwriting did to the oral
tradition andthe printing pressdid to writing, the clock andmostrecentlythe electronicmemorysystemshavedoneto time: robbedit of its innocence,
while providing societywith aninstrumentof levelingandcontrol--JanVan Der Marck, Arman, 1984

() Yet Again, we mentionthe blog from Mike Ryan, our assistaneditor on theJ.G.BALLARD QUOTESproject:
http://m keryvan. typepad. coml - alsocheckoutMargaret Cho's blog.
6. Review of J.G. Ballard Conversations by John F. Barber, U.Texas, Dallas

"J[ames].G[Graham].Ballardis a UK writer well knownin the ScienceFiction arenafor his concentratioron neaffuture decadencanddisasterHighly
influencedby theSurrealistpaintersand psychology Ballard'sapocalypticview of a newevolution,or devolution,for humanityis impressivelyportrayec
by hismoodypainterlyeye,especiallywith regardto technologyand desertecandwreckedlandscapedyothinternalandexternal.

"Born in 1930 inShanghaandasa child internedin a Japaneseivilian POW campduringWorld War I, Ballard hasamasse@n impressivebody of
work sincethe 1950swhenhe first discoveredScienceriction. As might be expectedhe hasinterestingopinionsandvisionsabouta variety of subjects
andJ. G.Ballard Conversationscapturesnanyof them.

"Ballard is interviewedby V. Vale, GraemeRevell, Mark Pauline, Lynnd-ox and MauraDevereuxBallard'sarchivist, David Pringle,is alsointerviewed
Theresultis conversationahindcompellingasBallard, like ajazzmusician,utilizes a variety of phrasingto illuminate the humancondition.

"Ballard'sconversationalopicsarenumerousthe neco-conservativesnd GeorgeW. Bush,the destructionof the World TradeCenter globalization,
religion, the triumph of emotionsover rationalism corporatemedia,surveillanceand control, the deathof cinema,the colonizingof our existencethe enc
of the Age of Reasonthe Internet,the ascendancef machinemorality, writing book reviewsastrology,changingone'slife, andhis variousbooks.

"As canbeimagined,following the jazzmusicmetaphorBallard'sconcertis compellingbut requirescarefullistening. Herearesomesamples’'We seen
to havesubcontractedut the moral dimensionf our lives. We rely on someonelseto makemoral decisiondor us.. . . Thefewer moral decisionswve
make,the better"(73). Moving throughlife asdowna well-signaledhighway,with decisionanadeby otherswe can,Ballard says,"get on with the
businesof unwrappingthe latestpieceof candy"(73).

"The priceto be paidfor this utopian lifestyleis boredom saysBallard, anda greatdealof currentculturalattractionwith "reality” in any form from
televisionshowsto driving an SUV is a desperatsearchor somethinghat isnot packagedand contrived,somethinghat isauthentic."I'm frightened
that thepossibilitiesof a genuinedystopiamay be muchmoreappealinghanany utopian projecthat peoplecancomeup with," Ballard concludeg74).

"Of the currentconflictin Irag, Ballard saysthereseemso be no connectiorbetweenAl Qaedaand SaddarmHussein,"so what we haveis a sort of
substitutephenomenon:Saddamis a substitutetarget”(87) andtheinvasionof Iraqgis "a kind of compensatiomctivity [meantto] assuagell that
repressedngerandfrustrationstemmingfrom not beingableto find bin Laden.It's a sort of surrogateactivity, a substituteactivity” (104).

"Even asa substituteactivity, the invasionof Irag wassoldto the peopleof the United Statesand United Kingdom asa moralimperative.Leadersof botf
nationsfelt compelledto attackfor religiousreasonssaysBallard, andthis eliminatedmanyof the avenuedor productivedissentasthereis little if any
defensewhenemotionalismovercomeseasonSuch usef enlightenedeasordoesnot bodewell for the future wherecrimeswill be committed'for the
mostenlightenedeasonsWhenthe crimesare committedby themosthigh-minded peopldor the bestreasonsyou haveno defensego you?That'sthe
realthreat.And that will come"(292).

"Thereareotherconversationalhreadsn J. G. Ballard Conversationsmanymore,asthereare motifs and metaphorsand musingsall circling around
Ballard'smain concermwith a psychopathiduture wheresexuality,humanrelations,the economy communicationsandtechnologyareall going
haywire.As a forensicpathologist,Ballard'sconversationgre,dependingn theaudiencegitheroff-putting or enlightening But, like a jazz musician,
Ballard speakswith convictionaboutthe powerof speculatiorandimaginationto remakethe world, to getascloseaspossibleto reality, to fostertruth,
to hold backthe night." [end]

J.G. Ballard Conversations is availablefromht t p: / / ww. r esear chpubs. com

After goggling"V. Vale" | just discoveredhe **full -length** essayby Graham Rae, writing aboutJ.G. Ballard andV. Vale; there'salsoan interview
with thelatter. This soundsa bit self-serving,but | recommendeadingthis!
h //vwww. | aurahird. newr evi ew j |lardinterviewh

Note: J.G. Ballard's forthcoming new novel [Kingdom Come] is abouthow consumerisntould potentiallyturn to fascism..It's listedon
WWWY. amazon. co. uk

J.G. Ballard writes on May 6, 2006, "...Gladto seethereviewof J.G.Ballard Conversationsfabove]."Meanwhile,I'm summoningeveryounceof
strengthfor theKingdom Come PRdrive -- (oh, for Proust'scork-lined study...) AllBest,Jim."

MAY 2006 RE/Search eNewsletter written by V. Vale & contributors. Newsletter and website powered by http://www.laughingsquid.com

DISCLAIMER & PROMISE -- V. Vale'seNewsletteiis a free serviceto our esteemedustomerscomradesandcritics. If you'rereceivingthis email,
it's becausgouor someone you know hassentyour addresgo us here.We will NOT makeyour addressvailableto anyoneelse,EVER.
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